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Instead of introduction

More than 50 presenters of different countries took part in the International Conference
in Wieliczka in Poland on November 2018. It was the first time when the most famous
underground museum in Europe act as a host for so many international experts.

The boats used in Wieliczka sault mine
are registered as sea boats because of
Polish legal requirements and salty water.
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Using underground mines for the purposes
not related to mineral extraction

Is itralatad to the usa of cultural potential

of minas?
The term “underground
” -
VES o space” is undgrstood as a

part of subsoil resources

Scientific rassarch, mapping of Studving if minas forssarching Various leisure activitias of th at are u Sed fo r h uman

minas, making popular-sciancs matarial assats; collaction of «caven subculturas . .

films, spgleq-diving samples being, for establishment of

production and scientific

facilities and for some
Skill training araas for besimine Arranging eroup and individual Scenery and dscorations for G
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axcursions .
However Russian law
regulations do not cover all
Mussumification of minas; Arrangsing tampla spaca, Craativa intarpratation of t h €ad Ct I Vlt 1es t h at fo rmer
eogeieaionotvalilgtons, | | pacormingraligiosstieg SRCACEOMEL TN | mines could be used for.
seminars, work-shops arrangameants ofmest-the-artist
eveants, concarts, poatryvavants
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Scientific aspects of the former underground mines

At the old days when the mines
were constructed for natural
resources extraction the safety
requirements were different.
Minerals developers didn’t plan to
use a mine for any other purpose.

It is the argument why all the
historical mines should be united
in a special legal category.

Actually this kind of underground
workings is not even mentioned in
Russian legislation.
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Simulation as an alternative way of preserving
industrial heritage




* The subsoil in Russia is a state property. According to the Russian legislation
the procedure of licence provision of subsurface management is established.
The site of subsurface resources can be given only after the competition or
auction and this procedure does not depend on the direction of the site use.

* To separate out a site of surface resources which is not oriented on the
mineral materials extraction the scientific or educative value should be
estimated.

* Specific legal base, deficit of available information about underground
workings contribute to criminalization of the underground space use

* Law regulations are to be aimed at supporting all the activities of adapting
former mines for reusing, rising the safety and exploiting cultural potential of

underground, but not only control and prohibition

* The security of information which is linked to underground space
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Legalization of former mines use

A museumina
working mine

In any case the organizer is
responsible for everything

A scientific
expedition with the
participation of
tourists

Official monument
of nature or culture
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Legislative control over use of ol
(the paper in “Gornyi zhurnal”, 2019,

ISSN 0017-2278 &
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Some conclusions

* There are not many examples of legal reuse of former
underground workings in Russia because it is expensive
and of high risk as the legal and methodological base
doesn’t exist in Russia

* Informal practices of former underground workings use
develop spontaneously irrespective of statutory bans.

* The protection status of the unique geological or mining
and industrial site doesn’t guarantee the provision of its
protection, but commercialization enhances the need.

* The law “On subsoil” needs complement and detalisation
because some of its regulations concerning educative
tourism are declarative
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